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How One Family Grows in Har Shmuel-Interview of
Rachel Sharaby,
(Soon: Followed by a Resource Guide)
by Yocheved Zemel

It started seven years ago, when Rachel Sharaby,
her husband ,Yigal, and five children (the eldest was 7), made
Aliyah to Israel. Despite numerous trials, the Sharabys are
happy living here, and have contributed greatly to the commu-
nity.

At first they tried out Givat Ze'ev. but at the urg-
ing of Rachel's brother-in-law, Rabbi David Sharaby, they de-
cided to build here. At first, the language was an obstacle.

“My son had a private tutor every day. We put him
in first grade, but the teacher felt that he should be in sec-
ond. Fortunately, he's a bright boy, and he caught on very
quickly.”

Rachel was here by herself when her husband
traveled to the States on business, and had to drive her chil-
dren to and from school, and to meet friends and classmates,
many of whom lived in Ramot, where their schools are located.

“It's better now. More families with children
moved in to Har Shmuel, and my children have friends in the
area.”

High on her reasons for liking Har Shmuel are the
amazing people that she has met here. Among the stories
that she tells is one that involves a miracle--the resuscitation

and full recovery of a baby who drowned in his
home bathroom. The baby was unconscious, and the family
feared for his life and health.

Har Shmuel united. Beside giving support to the
family during this difficult time, members provided food and
assisted in all ways possible. Tehillim groups were organized
for the baby's recovery, and prayers pleading to Hashem for
his recovery.

He was in a coma for one week. One day, the moth-
er said, 'He just woke up as if nothing happened He was fine,
absolutely fine'." Rachel feels that this baby's recovery was
truly a miracle, but it was inspired by the caring and devotion
of one amazing community.

“How does your husband like Har Shmuel?" T asked.
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“He loves it," she replied, "There is so much to do
here."She cites the Avot U'Banim group, the Rosh Chodesh
br'clalalrfas‘rs, the nightly evening Sheurim and the morning
Kollel.

The Sharabys are doers. Rachel's husband has
made numerous overtures to the municipality of Givat Ze'ev
requesting parks and other amenities for the children. While
not all the requests were met as yet, he and others were able
to get them to install a new playground for the young-
sters. There are other projects in the works.

Rachel has convened a baking “Chug" for the
girls.  Whenever she can gather 8 girls, she forms the
Chug. To keep the girls amused while waiting for the dough to
rise, or the baking to finish, she gives them a puppet show. It
started with the baking mittens, as puppets, and the girls love
the total experience.

This while raising 8 children, 4 boys and 4 girls
(three of whom were born here), and managing a household.

In addition, Rachel somehow finds time to do
Chesed. She regularly provides food for a homeless man who
she discovered just outside the community. She also assists
her sister, Caroline, who also lives in Har Shmuel, with numer-
ous Tzedakah projects.

Rachel is encouraged by the increase in Anglos
moving to Har Shmuel, attracted by the warm environment
and beautiful homes. She also helps them connect with one
another, and fo the resources in the community.

Rachel Sharaby and her wonderful family are one
Har Shmuel success story. "I explored other communities, but
couldn't find one T liked better,” she says.

As an example of the Chesed that she performs,
Rachel has provided the Alon with a list of resources, invalua-
ble to the new resident of Har Shmuel. Anyone who has addi-
tional information, is requested to sent it on to me, and we will
include it in future alonim.

Yocheved Miriam Zemel, the Owner-Broker of Zemel Real-
ty Jerusalem, wears two hats, as a real estate profes-
sional and as a writer living in Israel. She writes fre-

quently on major issues confronting the Jewish World. E-

mail or call her at 052-750-4624, US number 561-922-
0300 or by e-mail at yocheved@zemel.org
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